The investigation consisted in the observation of the reaction of normal and abnormal patients to a dose of urea by mouth. The curve of the level of urea in the blood was traced in specimens taken before one hour, two hours and four hours after the dose, and the urine was similarly collected and estimated for urea.
The micro-method of Twort and Archer [2] was employed for the estimation of urea in the blood.
The healthy subject was first investigated, and the curve of blood urea, after a 15 grm. dose of urea, was as follows:- An hourly fluctuation within 0006 per cent. found in the normal subject is allowed for.
Dosage is important-25 grm. urea by mouth gives totally different results. Abnormal subjects, mainly renal cases, were investigated. Nine cases of severe renal deficiency were investigated, and showed a deficiency in the tolerance-result every time. The concentration test gave deficiency in eight only, and in five only was the resting blood-urea definitely above normal.
Twelve cases of less marked renal deficiency were observed. All of these were known to have, or to have had, some interference with the kidneys which was conceivably embarrassing their function when examined. In these the following results were observed:
(1) Resting 
Deficiency in all excepting one case
On these and other grounds, the tolerance curve was put forward as a physiologically sound renal test, which, in cases examined to date, would appear to be more sensitive than either the resting blood-urea level or the concentration test.
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By KENNETH M. WALKER, F.R.C.S. IN the short time at my disposal I shall give a brief description of the diathermy punch and the steps that led to its construction. I shall then indicate the type of cas& in which it may conveniently be employed.
Several types of punch have been evolved since Hampton Young introduced his instrument in 1909. My own criticism of Young's instrument is that it is only possible to remove with it a very small amount of prostatic tissue, and it was for Au-U I [February 26, 1925. at SAGE Publications on June 21, 2016 jrs.sagepub.com Downloaded from
